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TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Planning Commission

	
	
302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-3125

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2001 at 7:30 p.m.
PASBESHAUKE PAVILION, SAYBROOK POINT PARK 

155 COLLEGE STREET EXTENSION



I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman, Judith Gallicchio, called the regular meeting to order for Wednesday, December 19, 2001 at 7:30p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.

II. ROLL CALL
Attendant Members



Absent Members



Judith Gallicchio, Chairman 


Kathleen Smith, Alternate Member
Robert McIntyre, Acting Chairman



Stuart Hanes, Secretary







Robbie Marshall, Regular Member


Frank Vinciguerra, Regular Member


Salvatore V. Aresco, Alternate Member

Richard Tietjen, Alternate Member    


Attendant Staff

Christina Costa, Assistant Town Planner/Commission Clerk

Christine Nelson, Town Planner

· Chairman Gallicchio informed the Commission that Robbie Marshall would be arriving late. 
· Chairman Gallicchio seated Salvatore V. Aresco, Alternate.

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
A.
“Nathan” Petition to Amend Portion of Zoning Map (8.31 Acres)

South Side of Boston Post Road (Map 25 / Lot 1)

Applicant: Leslie Nathan
Agent: Michael J. Wells, Esq.

Attorney Michael Wells presented an overview of the proposed zone change from B-4 to Residence AA to the Commission.  Wells indicated that his client is requesting the zone change in order to construct 16 single family condominiums for tenants age 55 and over.  Attorney Wells discussed the location, road improvements and more.  

Frank Vinciguerra questioned if there was any possibility of sharing common facilities such as the swimming pool and tennis court with neighboring condominiums.  Wells responded that this would be something to look at following the proposed zone change.  Attorney Wells informed that Mr. Nathan has a contract to purchase this property contingent upon this zone change and that this was not an application to review proposed condominiums.
Town Planner, Christine Nelson advised the Commission to review this petition by looking at neighboring zones. 
MOTION to  make a favorable recommendation to the Old Saybrook Zoning Commission to amend the Zoning Regulations and Zoning Map from B-4 to Residence AA. The petition is consistent with the Old Saybrook Plan of Conservation and Development for the “Nathan” Petition to Amend Portion of Zoning Map (8.31 Acres), South Side of Boston Post Road (Map 25 / Lot 1), Applicant: Leslie Nathan, Agent: Michael J. Wells, Esq. MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  APPROVED  6-0-0.
B. Municipal Improvement – “The Castle” Scenic Overlook

Residence A District (Map 1 / Lot 82 & 83)

Petitioner: Beach Investments, LLC, Owner

Agent: Richard Vicino

Town Planner, Christine Nelson informed that a delay in this project (previously approved by the Commission) occurred due to litigation.  Ms. Nelson gave a brief overview that it was proposed to abandon a portion of the road and add improvements for a small neighborhood park. Nelson reminded the Commission that they had forwarded a favorable report to the Board of Selectmen in October of 2001.  

The Planning Commission reviewed two letters from Katherine D’Angona and Robert Tyler.  Chairman Gallicchio requested that Mr. Tyler and Mrs. D’Angona discuss their concerns with the Commission.  
Agent, Richard Vicino offered to answer any questions the Commission may have.

Residents, Katherine D’Angona and Robert Tyler encouraged the Commission to send an unfavorable review of this proposed municipal improvement.  Mr. Tyler gave a brief overview of his correspondence and informed that he is in agreement with Mrs. D’Angona. Tyler expressed that this would not be a municipal improvement and instead would be a municipal liability.  Mrs. D’Angona informed that the walkway would be an attractive nuisance which would encourage children to play on the large and dangerous rocks.  She further discussed that this overlook would be inconsistent with other scenic overlooks in Town.  D’Angona and Tyler added that additional Police protection would be needed to prevent people from parking in the handicapped parking space without a proper permit.  
Agent, Richard Vicino reminded the Commission that the September 20, 2000 plan was approved after three public hearings and deliberations.   He added that the approved plans were brought to Superior Court by Mr. Tyler and Mrs. D’Angona.  Vicino indicated that the Superior Court ruled on October 19, 2001 to uphold the decision of the Old Saybrook Planning Commission.  Mr. Vicino commented that Mr. Tyler and Mrs. D’Angona are trying to replace the Planning Commission’s original ruling to approve this application with their personal opinions.  Vicino indicated that it was ridiculous for these two individual to return to the Planning Commission after both the Commission and Superior Court ruled favorably on this project.
Frank Vinciguerra reminded the Commission that the Trolley would make a stop at this scenic overlook which would allow residents to travel there without motor vehicles.  This would eliminate most of the parking concerns expressed by Tyler and D’Angona.
MOTION to  make a favorable recommendation to the Board of Selectmen for Municipal Improvement – “The Castle” Scenic Overlook, Residence A District (Map 1 / Lot 82 & 83), Petitioner: Beach Investments, LLC, Owner, Agent: Richard Vicino to abandon Hartlands Drive and accept the acquisition/easements and land for a scenic overlook. MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  APPROVED  6-0-0.
· Robbie Marshall arrived at the meeting.  

· Robbie Marshall requested that a Workshop for the Plan of Conservation & Development be added to the Agenda.

MOTION to amend the Agenda to add Item 12.5, Workshop, Plan of Conservation and Development.  MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  APPROVED 6-0-0
V.
OLD BUSINESS

None.

VI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Robert McIntyre informed the Commission of the numerous violations before the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission.

Frank Vinciguerra discussed that the Village Gateway Commission has not met since the loss of the Mobil property.

Salvatore Aresco discussed the Planning Commission’s Implementation Committee meeting.  Aresco informed that the Commission is planning to present to the Board of Selectmen and is working on forming a Tracking Commission.  The Tracking Commission would keep status on the agencies responsible for implementing portions of the Plan of Conservation and Development.   Mr. Aresco discussed timeline and priorities and requested comments from the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission talked about the plans of the Implementation Committee and offered numerous suggestions.  

X.
STAFF REPORT
Town Planner, Christine Nelson discussed implementing the 2000 Plan of Conservation and Development.  

Nelson informed that the Mullin report was received in draft by the Economic Development Commission and that she would distribute it to the Commission as soon as it is made available to her.   

Nelson requested that the Commission make suggestions for educational seminars for 2001.   Robert McIntyre suggested a seminar on urban economics.

XI. CORRESPONDENCE

· Robbie Marshall resumed her seat as Regular Member.

· Salvatore Aresco stepped down.

The Town Planner reported on the following correspondence.

1. Correspondence regarding the posting of bond for Ebb Tide Subdivision.

2. Correspondence from Michael Pace regarding Brownfield Grant Application.

3. Correspondence from Board of Finance indicating Karl Fortuna as Planning Commission liason.

4. Correspondence from the DOT regarding the replacement of overhead sign supports in town.

5. Sound Outlook Newsletter.

6. Holiday Cards

7. Correspondence from Attorney Branse regarding the Procedure for Adoption of the 2000 Plan of Development.

8. Memorandum from the Board of Selectmen regarding preliminary review of Main Street School project.

9. Invoice # 1804 from Branse & Willis, LLC.

10. Invoice #1802 from Branse & Willis, LLC. 

MOTION to approve payment to Branse & Willis, LLC.  for statement #1804 in the amount of $148.50 for legal services rendered in connection with the D’Angona Appeal regarding Beach Investments, LLC.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes. SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 6-0-0.
MOTION to hold Branse & Willis, LLC.  statement #1802 until further clarification is received. MOTION by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Judith Gallicchio.  APPROVED 6-0-0.
XII.
MINUTES

The Commission reviewed the Minutes of December 5, 2001. 

MOTION to approve the Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2001.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes. SECONDED by Frank Vinciguerra. APPROVED  6-0-0

XII ½. 
WORKSHOP  - 2000 Plan of Conservation & Development


A.
Water Resources

The Planning Commission continued to review and amend the Water Resources portion of the 2000 Plan of Conservation & Development.
XIII.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn meeting at 10:35 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting on January 2, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point. MOVED by Frank Vinciguerra. SECONDED by Stuart Hanes. APPROVED  6-0-0.
Respectfully submitted,

OLD SAYBROOK PLANNING COMMISSION

Christina M. Costa

Assistant Town Planner/Commission Clerk
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